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UK fire incidents on construction sites by cause vs. construction output
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The UK picture vs. global construction trends
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Tall building fires during construction 
in the UK
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Fire Prevention: Control of Ignition Sources

• Hotworks

•

•

• Electrical equipment

•

• Smoking

•

• Arson

•
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Fire Mitigation: Control of Fire Spread
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• Fuel

•

•

•

• Compartmentation

•

Image contains public sector information published by the Health and Safety Executive and licensed 
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Fire Mitigation: Detection, Suppression, Firefighting

• Fire detection systems

•

• Provisions for firefighters

•

• Site Fire Safety Plan

•

•
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Underwriting concerns

• Emergence of large scale timber buildings

• Use of combustible cladding

• Fire performance of volumetric modular construction

• Control of hotworks:-

•

• Adherence to good construction practice:-

•

•

• The insurance market response can be a combination of pricing increases, coverage 
restrictions and exclusions, and increased scrutiny through risk control surveys
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To wrap up…

• Management of fire safety on construction sites is reasonable in the UK and on 
international projects, but hasn’t shown much improvement over the last ten years

• Inherent fire risk is increasing, with more tall buildings and increased use of combustible 
construction materials

• To avoid a catastrophic fire and ongoing insurance premium increases, on tall building 
projects in particular, the construction industry needs:-

•

•
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