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Chapter 11

Section 11.1.1



Buildings are most vulnerable to fires and emergencies when they are in stages of transition, 

which can be described as ñborn,ò ñsick,ò or ñdying.ò 
The most important and efficient point for the inclusion of effective fire and life safety features 

will be when buildings are in the design or ñconceptionò phase. 

When a new building is ñborn,ò it is under construction. 

This period begins with the groundbreaking and continues until the building owners receive the 

conclusive certificate of occupancy from the city. 

A building is considered ñsickò when it is undergoing significant alterations or renovations

 that could involve selected floors or the entire structure. These operations often occur while 

the remaining floors are occupied. This period may compromise the safety of the occupants 

due to the increased risk of potentially dangerous events with a considerable number and variety 

of operations being conducted simultaneously. 

When a building is ñdying,ò it is often abandoned and left unoccupied or inhabited by those in search 

of shelter until it is demolished. At this stage in the life of a building, the passive and active fire protection 

systems may be compromised, not fully active, or even absent altogether. 
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What are the Incentives? 

Enhancing the Brand
 Attractive

  Resilient 

   Healthy

    Secure

     Fun Place to Be
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Renovations

Drawing Business Back 

ÅUpgrade facilities, infrastructure & office environment

o    Office Arrangement / Lighting 

o    Technology / Comfort / Amenities 

o    Electric Power Reliability /  Redundancy

o    Communications Technology / Speed / Security

o    Elevators  Reliability / Availability

o    HVAC Comfort / Healthy Cost Conservation  & Controls
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Renovations

Operational Resources

ÅTo Ensure Life Safety
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